Luke 8: 26-39
Just quickly have a look in your Bible at the sequence we have been through over the last three weeks in Luke’s gospel.  Beginning of chapter 7, the faith of the Centurion in Capernaum, followed by Jesus raising the son of the Widow of Nain.  Then, missing out a chunk, to last week’s gospel, Jesus being anointed by the sinful woman at the house of the Pharisee.  Then, missing out parables and teachings and the stilling of the storm on the lake we are on the eastern side of the lake of Galilee in gentile territory where Jesus meets this man possessed of many demons.
Luke is taking us slowly through, what Mark took us through quickly last year, that is a body of evidence that Jesus is more than just the Messiah, he is like Elijah but greater.  He can work miracles at a distance (Capernaum), raise people from the dead (Nain), forgive sins (home of the Pharisee Simon) and now cast out demons (Gerasene territory).
But there is more to this than meets the eye.  Firstly the man is saved.  Salvation has come to him.  Literally the man is in the most dire circumstances we can ever imagine.  Out of his mind, roaming the tombs, naked, strong, frightening, unable to be held, shouting and screaming.  I bet the locals wished he was dead he was so much of a nuisance.  To them he is worth less than nothing.  But, just like last week’s woman worth nothing, Jesus does not get back into the boat but works with him and changes him, saves him, heals him from his mental illness, his particular anguish.  He provides salvation so that the man can live a life full of abundance.
But secondly, what about the pigs?  There is so much in the pig story.  Don’t you feel sorry for them?  But that is not the point.  A legion (Roman legion?) goes into the pigs and they rush into the sea and drown.  That’s what the people of Israel yearned for.  More than that, though, the locals were not Jews, otherwise they would not have been keeping pigs.  For the locals it was a real knock to the economy.  They came, saw what had happened and feared Jesus.  Why?  Surely they would fear less because the madman had been tamed.  No, they feared more.  Was it because of the power of healing which was so amazing.  Of course not.  It was about the economy.
Brexit is upon us.  The UK expats among us have voted.  The key figure on Boris’ battle bus seems to have been £350million per week that the Leavers wanted us to believe it costs the country to stay.  It is what the UK pays out but the UK also receives much of it back and that is not included.  It is an argument based on greed.  We need not to give this money to the poorer nations in the EU.  We should give it to ourselves.
The Geresenes hated what Jesus had done to the local economy.  The price of bacon shot up as the pigs shot off the cliff into the sea.  Those who had a small investment in that pig farm lost the lot.  For God’s sake lets ask this man to leave, if he does this again he will ruin us.
The money, in the end, was worth more to the locals than the salvation of the human being.  If that is the price of healing someone else, then we don’t want to have to pay it for the next person,  let them remain ill.  British cash doesn’t go to Brussels.  It goes to support farmers without tractors in Poland, refugees in camps in Greece, industrial poverty in Hungary, goat herders in rural Spain.  It makes some British so fearful they would rather it all went away and we would not be part of it.
But that is not the end of this story.  The man is healed and wants to be part of the followers of Jesus.  He tells him, no.  That is not going to happen.  His job is to go back to his home town (and that’s not going to be easy) and tell them what God has done.
Luke makes it plain in the very last sentence.  The man went away and told all over the town how much Jesus had done for him.  Tell what God has done for you, and he told what Jesus had done for him.  It cannot be plainer to the reader – yet we miss it, just as John’s gospel opens with ‘In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God and the word was God’, so in a much less complex way Luke is saying that what God has done, Jesus has done.  See me, says Jesus, and you see the Father.  The hard step of faith has to be faced.  Luke says Jesus was not just man, but God also.   Discover that and you are saved.
Amen

